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THE BOURNE SOCIETY takes its name from the intermittent 
streams that follow the lines of the A22 and A23 roads through 
Caterham and Coulsdon in Surrey to join together in Purley and 
flow northward to join the river Wandle in South Croydon



General Map of the 
River

12 miles in length, flowing 
through four boroughs



Parks (light green) and 
Nature reserves (Dark 

green)



Lindley & Crossley’s
map (1793)

Some mills, but on the 
whole much of the river 

is open



Wandle Park – very near the centre of Croydon, made originally from two 
marshy fields known as Frogg Mead and Stubbs Mead. Opened in 1890. Filled 

in for sports pitches in 1966 and the river piped underground.



Memorial in Wandle Park

It was (and is again) 
fashionable to erect 

memorials – and also to 
allow them to become 

dejected). 

This one was erected when 
the park was opened by John 

Hubert Schmidt, Mayor of 
Croydon, in 1890



Wandle Park today



Wandle Park Bridge – Croydon Tramlink



Waddon Ponds now – all 
that remains of a much 

larger millpond which was 
bisected by Mill Lane



Heron
Ardea cinerea

Frequently seen all 
along the river



COOT (Fulica atra)



Tufted Ducks (Aythya fuligula)



Little Grebe (Tachybaptus
ruficollis)



Beddington cottages – called Mount Pleasant. After leaving Waddon ponds for 
a while the river is underground, but you soon come across these cottages



Beddington Cottages today



Beddington Park, with St Mary’s Church



Carew Manor, Beddington



Dovecote

In Beddington Park

Dating from the early 
18th century, it has nest 
boxes for 1300 pigeons, 
which were reared for 

food



Beddington Park – a charming old rural scene



Beddington Park –
another rural scene



Beddington Park – another old rural scene



Beddington Park
– old flint bridge



Beddington Park – Canon’s Bridge
Terracotta bridge built for Canon Bridges, 
rector of Beddington at the end of the 19th 

century. He acquired the park in 1859, when 
the Hallowell-Carew family were forced to 

sell the estate to pay gambling debts



The river runs through the park 
with steep sides, which are not 
wildlife friendly.  Recently flood 

management schemes have 
changed and scenes like this 

are not so frequent 



Along the river are attractive 
features like this



Management today

By removing some of the 
barriers, the river is allowed to 

become more natural



New footbridge in Beddington Park



The  Grange, Beddington Park
The original 1870s Grange was 

burnt down in 1960



Mulberry (Morus nigra)

All good parks have a Mulberry 
tree; this park has two, 

producing lashing of fruit 
every year



The manorial millpond is now Beddington Park’s boating lake. 
Wallington mill was at the end of the lake, first recorded in the 18th

century, used for paper making, and successively a flour mill, a paper 
mill again, and finally as part of a chocolate factory



Carshalton  – another source of the Wandle
Old Grotto, probably dating from 1725 when built as part of the gardens 

of the now demolished Carshalton Park House 



The Grotto in 2008, sadly vandalised, and, with increasing water
abstraction, not often full ……



….. But it had been has been cleaned up, and after heavy rains in
February 2014 contained water! 



Carshalton Ponds, Ford and  All Saints’ church





Elephants in Carshalton Pond, by All Saints’ church



Carshalton ponds and All Saint’s church
2008 



All Saints’ Church, 
Carshalton

Monument to Sir William 
Scawen (1647-1722)

A very successful merchant who 
helped set up the Bank of 

England in 1694



Carshalton Ponds from All Saints’ Church   2008



Mute Swans

(Cygnus olor)

One of the 
most majestic 

sights on 
British waters



Waterfall in 
Carshalton Park



Grove Mill, Carshalton, constructed in 1770s with an overshot wheel, and 
used for grinding snuff. Converted into an iron works c.1868. Burnt down after 

World War II, rebuilt, and burnt down once more since



A speedy rat  in the Grove, Carshalton



The old snuff mill
The runner stones would have been used for the 

initial coarse grinding of tobacco into snuff



Millstones in the 
Heritage Centre 

in Honeywood by 
the side of 
Carshalton 

Ponds



Butter Hill and two of the old mills



An attractive 
painting of Butter 

Hill 

by J Fitzmarshall





Wilderness Island, formerly a 
rubbish tip, now an attractive 

nature reserve



Wilderness Island – Apple blossom



Kingfisher

(Alcedo
Atthis)

Breeds along 
this stretch of 

the river



After Wilderness island the area is low-lying and the river 
divides and forms Culver’s Island. There were formerly 

extensive calico bleaching grounds for the nearby printworks



The river is wide and shallow 
here.  Look at the stone in the 

middle of the stream …..



Grey wagtail
(Motacilla cinerea)



Rainbow trout caught by Mr Todd below Hackbridge in 1898  Trout  
were exterminated by pollution c.1915.     On display in Honeywood 



Watermeads, now a N.T. nature reserve. No public access.
The attractive waterboarded cottages are nowadays called the 

fishermen’s cottages. The two oldest date from the 1700s.



Watermeads today



Crossing Mitcham Bridge into Ravensbury Park, site of 
Ravensbury mill and Ravensbury manor house, now gone



Plane trees
(Platanus x Hispanica)

Ravensbury Park

There are some magnificent 
plane trees along the river. 
As quite a number of the 

open spaces we enjoy along 
the river today were once 
private gardens, many of 

the large, beautiful trees we 
see today once graced the 

lawns of mansions.



The river here is wide, with tended lawns on the northern side



These millstones are also in Ravensbury Park, 
but with no explanation as to their source



Leaving Ravensbury
Park to cross the road 
into Morden Hall Park, 
the river narrows and 
the water becomes a 

torrent



Morden Hall Park is a National Trust property comprising several hundred acres 
of parkland. The Hall was built in the mid-18th century on the site of an early 

building by Richard Garth, lord of the manor of Morden.  Now a public house. 



As it used to look along the river



A diversion – people working on watercress beds.  There were 
watercress beds all along the river







Lavender growing

The introduction of 
lavender into England 
is believed to be due 
to Huguenot refugees 
who settled along the 

Wandle valley

Illustrated London 
News 1903





Shoals of fish, probably Roach, in the river at Morden Hall Park



The old snuff mills in 
Morden Hall Park ….



….. And what you can 
see today (2008)



A small (former) bridge – the river splits into several channels through the 
park. This one surrounds the manor house, just seen in the background



Liberty Mills, Merton
Both William Morris and Arthur Liberty had printworks at 

Merton. Those of Morris & Co. were demolished after World 
War II.  In 1986 Liberty Mills were safeguarded. The undershot 

waterwheel is in good condition



In Merantun Way, there is a huge 
Sainsbury’s supermarket by the 
river, on the site of the ancient 

Merton Priory



Supermarket trolley – in the 
river. 

Not pretty, but nature takes 
its chance and all sorts of 

creatures make their 
homes in such corners



Plan of Merton Priory





The Chapter House

Theoretically the ruins can be seen today – preserved under the main road.  
However, in 2008 it was all boarded up.



The Norman 
arch discovered 

during the 
demolition of 

Abbey House, a 
building to the 
west of Merton 
Priory, in 1914.

The arch was 
reconstructed in 
the grounds of 

St Mary’s 
Church, Merton, 
where it can be 

seen today 



The river flowing alongside Wandle
Park – The building at the end is an 

old mill converted into flats



Another Wandle Park, 
which was the grounds of 
Wandle Bank House, the 

home of Admiral Lord 
Nelson’s friend James 

Perry between 1799 and 
1821.

The park, which preserves 
a few traces of the house 

and monumental 
fountains, is now owned 

by the National Trust

The memorial says: ‘This 
garden is given for the 

enjoyment of the people of 
Wimbledon and Merton in 
memory of John Feene of 

Birmingham and 
Berkswell, one who loved 
nature and his fellow men’



Formerly a small 
offshoot of the river 
flowed through this 
park in a concrete 

channel.

The channel has been 
removed, and the 

rivulet winds its way  
through the park, lined 

with sedges. Fool’s 
watercress can be 

seen, even in winter



Moving north – not far – is the Wandle Valley Nature Park, 
created on the site of an old sewage works, and notable for its 

frogs and newts.

Before the sewage works, the area was water meadow.



Smooth newts soon took up residence in the new ponds – they 
were probably already present around the old sewage works



Merton Place was purchased by Lady Hamilton for Lord Nelson in 1801. It 
drew water from the Wandle to form streams and ponds in the garden, 

which he called the Nile.



A little park nearby – the memorial stone says: ‘As a memorial to Lord 
Nelson and the splendid services that he rendered to his country this land 
(which formed part of his Merton estate) was given on the first centenary of 
his death to the Merton Parish Council for a public recreation ground by a 

great nephew of the late Rear Admiral Isaac Smith of Merton Abbey’



Towards the end of our 
journey, we come to King 

George’s Park, a long narrow 
formal park, but the river is 
not formal even though it is 

confined between steep 
walls. 



Here in Wandsworth, it 
is difficult to escape 

views of the tall 
buildings near the river 
– recent developments 
are virtual skyscrapers. 

This is a mini one.



A fine bridge, just a few yards from Young’s Brewery, now closed



Towards the confluence with 
the river Thames

Railway and pedestrian 
bridges

The river is now tidal, and 
partially obstructed by a 
derelict wrecked barge 



The river near its mouth
Tidal Bell Lane Creek







Published as a postcard, the text on the back 
says: This painting of Young’s Brewery and 

Watney’s Middle Mill illustrates the close links 
between cornmills and brewing, and is a rare 
picture of the marshalling yards of the Surrey 

Iron Railway (1803-1846).



Not long ago, it was only possible to get within sight of the Thames by 
trespassing in a rubbish transfer station. Now one can walk as far as this 

spit, now an attractive area with this modern sculpture ‘Sail’ by Sophie 
Horton (2003)



The Wandle joins the Thames



Wandle Trail Leaflet and 
Map

Available for download on the 
Merton Council website



The River Wandle

The text was prepared and presented by Gwyneth Fookes

Modern photographs by Robert Warner and Gwyneth Fookes

Photographed with Pentax K10D, Panasonic Lumix FZ20 and 
Panasonic TZ20 digital cameras

Powerpoint presentation by Robert Warner and Gwyneth Fookes

Copyright © 2008-2014  Gwyneth Fookes and Robert Warner

All other copyrights acknowledged 


